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AMMONNEWS - His Royal Highness Prince El Hassan bin Talal said on Sunday (January 2, 2011) that no religion on earth calls for murder, regardless of the reasons; stressing that the foundation of religion is the belief which lies in salvation, innocence and mercy, not in hatred, blind mobilization or punishing people.
In a lecture entitled "Christianity and Oriental Arab Identity" at the Orthodox Club in Amman, HRH said that part of the challenge to members of both our respective faith communities is to find a workable medium or equilibrium in our joint as well as our separate interactions with the secular world, seeking to identify common moral and ethical ground in humankind’s ‘natural law’ of what constitutes righteous conduct and offensive conduct; eternal truths.
The Arab world is going through severe crises which are caused by greed, arrogance, power and control, in addition to the modern forms of political, economic and security challenges; stating that violent reactions in the region are sometimes due to the collective feelings of alienation and loss, HRH added.
The lecture was attended by Her Royal Highness Princess Sumaya bint El Hassan, Chairman of El Hassan Science City and the President of the Royal Scientific Society, and a large number of representatives of Christian denominations, Muslim clerics and experts and public figures.
Prince El Hassan said that Arab Christians are the pioneers in preserving the Arab language and identity. They are the original people of the Arab countries. Christianity was one of the most important religions of Arabs before the advent of Islam.
HRH praised the recent Middle East Synod of Bishops which stressed that it is time for all of us to commit to honest, just and lasting peace.
"I discovered early on, through my own life, my experience and my readings, that there is no way to resolve all intellectual, political, religious and social issues but through dialogue and resorting to mind,” HRH said.
Prince El Hassan also asserted the need to activate an interfaith code of conduct which is centered on the association between theology and practicality; that embraces the principle of “No Coercion”; that upholds the right to proclaim one’s own religion and reconsiders the content of education and ensures a free flow of information. 

“As an Arab nation, we aspire to genuine independence from fear, want and dependency. We apologize to our Creator for what we committed at this black period of our life as Arabs and sons of Abraham... A period of hatred and enmity…” HRH concluded.
Earlier on Sunday, Prince El Hassan condemned the bombing outside Saints Church in Alexandria. In two letters of condolence to Egyptian President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak and Pope Shenouda III, HRH said that "the target of this cowardly act is not a church or a mosque, nor Christians nor Muslims, but our mutual Arab Oriental identity”.
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