 Conference on Cultural Reform And Renewal Of Religious Discourse In The Arab World
Proposed themes

1. Civilized vision of Arab culture:

· Priorities of modernization, reform and its impediments

· A review of modernization, reform and renewal movements

· Future visions and conditions for their realization

2. Culture of democracy:

· Establishing and developing civil societies and religious associations 

· The role of education in promoting the culture of democracy

· The strategy governing relations with others in light of civilization values

3. Renewal of religious discourse:

· Contemporary fundamentalism crisis

· Freedom and despotism in the Islamic values system
· Components of civilization in Islamic thought

4. Scientific culture:

· Our culture and building a knowledge society 

· Freedom and reasonability of research, combating myth, and impediments to scientific production

· Humanity of science and future of knowledge

Cultural Reform And Renewal Of Religious Discourse In The Arab World
Some scientists broaden the concept of culture to include all the ideas, materials and elements produced by Man, which correspond to nature and employ it for the benefit of humanity. Some intellectuals, on the other hand,  confine culture to the set of habits, traditions, beliefs, systems, laws; in addition to sciences, humanities and arts produced and maintained by a given material society that draws from them its high values which constitute its vision of life and define its identity.  One should first wonder about the firmness or transformation and constant change of these cultural components, before considering the possibility of controlling and orienting that change toward reform.
It would be only natural that this cultural system be harmonious in each community, and multi-faceted so that it is not equally affected by change and not transformed with even pace. A case in point is the changes that took place in the means of transportation, media, education, and medical services in the  20th century alone, reflecting the  huge disparity between it and the preceding centuries. Whereas, on considering the nature of religious beliefs and values, one may recognize the deep level of culture which barely changes in the near perspective. However, it sometimes becomes subject to misunderstanding and misinterpretation, where true religious texts are interpreted to serve extremist trends.  The huge transformations caused by changes in the nature of production and relations based on it may be well-manifested in the Arab culture in some regions. The discovery of oil in the Gulf countries has brought about dramatic changes on the economic, political and social levels, and in the modes of life, habits and traditions, and cultural values; a change that outreached neighboring countries in Sham, Iraq, Nile Valley and North Africa.  This means that concrete changes and transformations in the infrastructure and superstructure are undeniable but they do not always move in the desired paths toward accelerating social development. The magnitude of such changes may have duplicated in Arab life in the recent decades as a result of several conditions, chief amongst which are education and the media, and  positive or negative interactions with the outside world. This helped develop a number of political and ideological leaderships that prevailed over the Arab landscape in the past decades, leaving behind its cultural outcomes, crises, and impact on mainstay thinking of different groups, according to their respective cultures, life experiences, affiliations, and visions for effective communal action. 
Spontaneous transformations in Arab cultural systems have led to the emergence of multiculturalism in Arab countries, according to their respective societal, intellectual, creative experiences, and interaction with different cultures. Despite the fact that this is a healthy indicator of growth, development and interaction, there are real cultural problems facing the Arab World on the socio-political level, as well as in its scientific, intellectual and creative production. Such problems are based on historical grounds as well as regional and international challenges.   The most important of those problems are:
· Cultural retardation in the Arab World, where it lags behind in the race to knowledge and scientific and technological development, compared to the world’s developed countries.
· Disparity and controversy of Arab stances toward their scientific, artistic, and literary heritage. Some advocate negligence of this heritage and its backward-looking disposition, whereas others regard it (including positive and negative aspects) as a model to be followed in all areas of intellectual and practical life. 
· The use of Arab religious zeal in political drives, which has led to the dominance of traditional reactionary powers. Hence, we should note the striking difference between those who used to employ religious ideas in social reformation and modernization, such as the great Imam Mohamed Abdou and his school; and those who use religion now to terrify peaceful peoples and spread violence and terrorism in the name of Islam. This deservedly needs extensive studies to explore ways of renewing the religious discourse, so as to return to its original nature reflecting the comprehensive civilized vision of Islam.
· Absence of the culture of democracy in the social familial structure, man-woman equality, educational systems, and mass media. There are several other cultural problems related to freedom of expression and thought; community monitoring; sway over untraditional creativity that goes beyond conventional natural and  human sciences, and artistic literary thought; and cross-countries barriers to the cultural production of books and artistic material, as a result of censorship and confiscation. However, the open satellite channels and Internet have rendered these barriers almost futile. One of the most serious aspects of cultural retardation in the Arab countries is that to date they have not taken part in the race to knowledge flow and building knowledge societies; neither do the Arabs present humanity with new inventions as other living cultures do.  
Here comes the need to study ways and mechanisms of overcoming these cultural impediments; achieving a comprehensive knowledge breakthrough that manifests the creative capabilities of the Arab mind and its contemporary cultural achievement that lives up to its accomplishments during its zenith years; renewing the political and religious discourse; and enhancing the culture of democracy among Arab citizens.  There is a pressing need to hold seminars, conferences, and cultural forums, so as to study the shortcomings in the Arab vocational culture and trace its development and the possibility of directing this development toward the desired progress. This would usher in the possibility of dominance of future approaches over reactionary trends; and drawing on the rich Arab heritage and its values of civilization and spirituality, to change it into a creative power. Hence, the coming generations would be capable to fight fierce battles over power, resources and information,  and to employ them in a more effective way than the past generations did. 
Subsequently, cultural reform issues may be divided into the following main themes, each containing a number of key points that should be included in elaborate papers, namely:
1. Civilized vision of Arab culture:

· Priorities of modernization, reform and its impediments

· A review of modernization, reform and renewal movements

· Future visions and conditions for their realization

2. Culture of democracy:

· Establishing and developing civil societies and religious associations 

· The role of education in promoting the culture of democracy

· The strategy governing relations with others in light of civilization values

3. Renewal of religious discourse:

· Contemporary fundamentalism crisis

· Freedom and despotism in the Islamic values system
· Components of civilization in Islamic thought

4. Scientific culture:

· Our culture and building a knowledge society 

· Freedom and reasonability of research, combating myth, and impediments to scientific production

· Humanity of science and future of knowledge

